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IT IS OFTEN SAID THAT IT TAKES A VILLAGE TO RAISE A CHILD. THE SAME COULD BE SAID ABOUT CENTER
ON HALSTED. WE ARE ULTIMATELY A PARTNERSHIP, A COLLABORATION, A STRUCTURE THAT ONLY STANDS
BECAUSE OF ITS SUPPORTS.
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At Center on Halsted, our family is you: patrons, staff, volunteers, board members, and supporters. Just as every village
rests on the shoulders of its residents, Center on Halsted relies on you to fulfill our mission and live our vision:
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23 Board members offer their leadership and guidance to steer the organization.
400 annual volunteers give their time to support Center on Halsted’s offerings that are as diverse as our community itself.

Center on Halsted

70 Staff are committed to furthering the LGBTQ community through service and programming.

Jim Klein
Chief Operating Officer

350,000 individuals walk through the doors every year, whether to enjoy a sandwich in our lobby, take a class in the
Cyber Center, or have an HIV test.

Ryan VanMeter
Development Officer

Every one of you makes Center on Halsted what it is, and without you we could not continue to do great work. But for all
of the successes in our community and at Center on Halsted, we ask that you don’t become complacent. Stay engaged
and continue to live the vision of a thriving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community that lives powerfully
in supportive and inclusive environments!

Julie Walther
Chief Program Officer

In this issue you’ll read about our ville, both the old and the new, from individuals who’ve engaged with us for decades
to those who are just heating up. How can Center on Halsted take the energy of activist Vernita Gray and transform it into
enthusiasm for the next generation? How can Center on Halsted take the momentous occasion of marriage equality and
use it as a catalyst for change? And how can Center on Halsted continue to examine the needs of our community and
give back, like a pioneering partnership to create affordable LGBTQ housing for seniors.
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OUR MISSION AND VISION
Center on Halsted maintains a deep commitment to our LGBTQ community which is reflected in both the mission and
vision of the organization. MISSION Center on Halsted advances community and secures the health and well-being
of the LGBTQ people of Chicagoland. VISION A thriving lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender and queer community, living
powerfully in supportive inclusive environments.
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#cyberguru
MATT MAURA IS OUR CENTER ON HALSTED VOLUNTEER COMPUTER GURU…
WHEN HE’S NOT STUDYING FOR HIS PH.D.

Get Your Computer On_

When you spend your days splitting time between the lab bench and the computer as a PhD
candidate in Northwestern University’s chemistry and biochemical engineering program – what
do you do to take a break? If you’re Matt Maura, you hop on the El and make the trip from
Evanston to Center on Halsted to teach computer classes.

THE DR. DAVID J. LOCHMAN CYBER CENTER
AT CENTER ON HALSTED IS THE LGBTQ
COMMUNITY’S GO-TO FOR COMPUTER
ACCESS AND SKILLS.

popular computer programs such as Word,
Excel, PowerPoint and Access. When you finish those, move on to level two and become
really good at whatever you want to do.

“Being an engineer, I’ve worked on computers my whole life,” explains Matt. But how does he
work with people who look at a computer and say, “I don’t get it,”? Matt understands how people
who didn’t grow up with computers – as he did – can be a bit intimated. But, he says it’s important
to learn those skills “…because computers aren’t going away. And I’m really happy to help people
with that.”

There are 20 computers waiting for you to
use during public open hours. In addition to
public open hours every day, there are time
slots set aside for young people, seniors,
job seekers and classes. You can even print
documents free – up to 20 sheets a month.
After that it’s just ten cents per sheet.

For the more advanced computer learners,
the Cyber Center offers courses in GIMP, the
free alternative to Photoshop, and SketchUp,
the tool for 3D design.

Matt does a lot of work with seniors in the classes he teaches. The introduction to Excel is one of
the courses where he often sees people having an “ah ha” moment” – and all of a sudden it’s not
so daunting. “It’s so easy. No calculator. Nothing crazy. Just a couple of characters to enter.”
Volunteering at Center on Halsted is fairly new to Matt. A college friend from New York was in
town for the Gay Volleyball Tournament and suggested he get involved as a volunteer. “As my
friend said, there’s nothing this nice in New York. It’s stunning.” Now, along with teaching classes
in the Cyber Center, he staffs the front desk one evening a week.
Volunteering at Center on Halsted is the perfect cure for my old “all I do is study” outlook on life,
Matt says. Even more, he’s getting to know Chicago. “This is a great blend of community service –
which I really hadn’t ever done much of before – and finding a way to connect with the city and
the friends I’m making here.”
So what is it that Matt is aiming for once his PhD is complete? He hopes to work for for a small
tech company in Boston or New England where most of his family lives. How will he apply his
research in synthetic biology and metabolic engineering? “I’m trying to engineer microbes to
produce chemicals and drugs inexpensively. I want to produce what are normally expensive
molecules from sugar – which is very cheap and renewable. The end result: products that are
much cheaper to make.”

Pick up a schedule at the Cyber Center for
this month’s times and programs.
In addition, you’ll find free Wi-Fi access
throughout the entire Center on Halsted
from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. seven days a week.
THINKING ABOUT TAKING
A COMPUTER CLASS?
So how do your skills compute? Have questions about finding the “on” button? Ready
to move into 3-D modeling? Somewhere
in between? There is a class for you at the
Cyber Center.
The Cyber Center offers classes for beginners, from basic keyboard and mouse skills
to introductory courses for some of the most

There’s even a class for those who would like
to connect to friends – or make new friends
– on Facebook.
There is a charge for each class. But there is
also a sliding scale available to make fees
more affordable if necessary.
HOW DO YOU GET STARTED?
Just come to the Cyber Center at the top of
the stairs, directly above the lobby. There is
an easy sign-up process that takes about five
minutes. You will complete a registration
form, then receive a username and password
to use in the future. Simple.

Want more information? Go to Center on Halsted
onliine at centeronhalsted.org/cyber
or call the Cyber Center at 773.661.0730.

The good news for the Cyber Center and its students is that completing his PhD is probably two
years away. Until then, he’ll keep on making it look easy. And fun.
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ON PARTNERSHIP

A Collaboration in Care
PARTNERS IN A CUTTING EDGE PROGRAM FOR
LGBTQ HEALTH NORTHWESTERN UNIVERSITY
PRESIDENT MORTON SCHAPIRO, IMPACT PROGRAM
FOUNDER AND DIRECTOR DR. BRIAN MUSTANSKI
AND CENTER ON HALSTED CHIEF EXECUTIVE
OFFICER MODESTO VALLE HAVE DIFFERENT ROLES
TO PLAY, BUT A COMMON GOAL.
ville had a candid discussion with the three leaders about their
work together in the NU IMPACT LGBT Health and Development
Program and about advice they’d give to other organizations
considering partnerships.
But first, what is the IMPACT Program?
Northwestern University’s Feinberg School of Medicine is home
to this program aimed at improving health among the LGBTQ
community. There are five NU faculty and 25 staff conducting
cutting-edge studies to understand and improve LGBTQ health–
much of it from space at Center on Halsted. As they train the
next generation of LGBTQ scholars and healthcare providers,
conduct research and share their findings with the scientific
community, IMPACT is defining leadership in university/
community partnerships.
The program has only been at Northwestern for three years,
but is already meeting its mission – and then some. In 2012
the two organizations co-organized the first Chicago LGBT
Health and Wellness Conference, with 12 area universities and
health centers co-sponsoring and drawing people from all over
the Midwest. Last year’s event featured a keynote address by
the Deputy Director of the National Institutes of Health
Dr. Lawrence Tabak.

04 CENTER ON HALSTED.ORG

WINTER 2014 VOL .2

ville: How does the partnership make a difference in the way
each organization can deliver on its goals?
Mustanski: Being imbedded in a community organization like
Center on Halsted is a fantastic opportunity to see up close the
issues the community is dealing with; it points us toward what
we should study next. We can then feed this back to Center on
Halsted so it can be turned into programs, new grant proposals
for new service programs – all kinds of things that keep on
delivering what the community needs to be healthy.
Valle: It gives us perspective. Instead of looking at information in
just one way, our interaction can help us to look at an issue from
a fresh perspective. The partnership helps us to be better at the
work we do – to be more client focused. And by being involved
with a prestigious university, we find opportunities to develop
the next generation of competent leaders. We can do a better
job educating the ones who will continue to address the LGBTQ
issues that will be with us for a long time.

Mustanski: It’s an ideal opportunity to connect what both are
learning, and to have the forum to share that. And when one
organization is embedded in another, you see things like
conversations over lunch among both staffs; it allows you to be
better at your science quickly. The feedback happens right away,
and both can use it right away.
Valle: It’s important that there’s value for both institutions. It’s
good to surround yourself with people who think differently.
It helps advance our work.
for more information on this program,
visit centeronhalsted.org/research
and impactprogram.org

Schapiro: At Northwestern we try to engage – particularly with
pre-eminent institutions of Chicago. Center on Halsted is not
only the best at what it does in Chicago, but nationally or even
internationally. We would be much less as a university if we said
we’re going to do it all ourselves. LGBTQ issues are important to
us; we’re blessed to be so close to Center on Halsted.
ville: What advice would each of you give other organizations
considering partnerships?
Schapiro: First you partner with someone who has a proven
record of success. And you try to partner with an organization
that’s better at some things than you are. You figure out what
you’re good at, what they’re good at and then you don’t have to
waste your resources trying to replicate what someone else can
do better. There are so many things Center on Halsted does that
Northwestern can’t even touch. And there are things we do that
they can’t. So that’s what a good partnership is all about.
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ON LEADERSHIP

LEAD ROLE
LGBTQ LEADING LADY VERNITA GRAY LOOKS TO UNDERSTUDIES
IAN GRAY AND PETER JOHNSON TO PERFORM!

THERE’S PLENTY TO FEEL GOOD ABOUT IN CHICAGO’S LGBTQ COMMUNITY THESE DAYS.
ON NOVEMBER 20, 2013 GOVERNOR PAT QUINN SIGNED INTO LAW THE BILL LEGALIZING
SAME-SEX MARRIAGE IN ILLINOIS. CHICAGO’S FIRST SENIOR RESIDENCE MOVED FROM
PAPER TO REALITY. AND BOYSTOWN WAS NAMED “BEST GAY NEIGHBORHOOD IN THE
WORLD” BY OUT TRAVELER MAGAZINE.
In this time of much celebration, ville sat down with red hot sources of energy in the community to
talk about what comes next. Have we put check marks by the entire agenda, or is there more to do?
Who or what is in the wings?
Vernita Gray has been a driver of the LGBTQ movement – before there was a real movement. And on
November 27, 2013, she and Pat Ewert were the first couple to be married under Illinois’ new law,
with Vernita’s future in question as she tenaciously battles cancer. Standing in the wings are partners
Ian Gray and Peter Johnson – two leaders who are coming up fast. They were this year’s chairs of
On the Red Carpet, the annual Oscars watching party, and broadly involved in not only the LGBTQ
community, but the greater Chicago community as well.
ville: Vernita, what advice would you give to the next generation of LGBTQ community leaders?
Where should they focus?
Vernita: My best advice – go for the long haul. And the issues are still big: we have kids who come
out and are standing outside. They’re homeless. Same for the seniors. We’re just starting to address
their issues.
ville: Ian and Peter how does the long haul look to you? Ian, you’re a lifelong Chicagoan and Peter,
you’re new to our town.
Ian: I think Vernita is absolutely right, we have to prepare ourselves for a lifetime of service to our
community, but thinking about that can be daunting. For me the long haul means putting myself
in a position to be a mentor and an advocate when I’m older and an activist and a fighter while I’m
still young; it’s taking small, consistent and regular actions day by day to improve the welfare of the
community. It’s a strategy that works well in a city of neighborhoods, as diverse as Chicago is;
everyone needs help in a different ways, so lots of little efforts have large cumulative effects.

Vernita: The honest truth is sometimes you have to take a break from the community, from the
issues. They’re so huge. But then you get right back in. There’s so much education to do – with the
community in general. How do you convince parents that when their kid comes out, they’re not
going to give the whole family AIDS? That’s the kind of misconception we’ve got to tackle.
Peter: That’s exactly it. Education has got to be among our highest priorities. Our community still
struggles with so many damaging misconceptions both from outside the community and from inside of it as well. I think it’s important for us to make sure we’re learning where those misconceptions
come from and tackling them at the source. Activism for the LGBTQ community has a lot more to do
with active listening than one might think; it’s about teaching people to be their own advocate. Only
then will we be able to start to address some of the biggest problems – like bullying – which still run
rampant in our community.
Looks like Chicago’s LGBTQ community is in good hands.
Vernita Gray has served Chicago’s lesbian and gay community with distinction for over 40 years and
was one of its early leaders. She organized a gay and lesbian hotline in 1969 and hosted support
groups from her home. She was instrumental in forming the first Lesbian Caucus of the nascent Gay
Liberation organization and the first Chicago lesbian newspaper – Lavender Women. Vernita worked
in the office of the State Attorney and has been a longtime volunteer of Center on Halsted’s youth
program. In addition to serving on the board of directors of Horizons Community Services (Center on
Halsted’s predecessor), she received a Human First Award and was inducted into the Chicago Gay and
Lesbian Hall of Fame in 1992.
Ian T. Gray is a native Chicagoan and an avid champion of progressive causes. Ian has worked as an
Organizer for Barack Obama's 2012 re-election campaign and as a member of the finance team for
Illinois Unites for Marriage, Illinois' successful marriage equality campaign. He is currently fighting to
reform Illinois' broken income tax code, serving as Director of Business Outreach for A Better Illinois.
Peter M. Johnson is a non-profit and humanities supporter. Peter has worked to aid the missions of a
number of cultural non-profit organizations, including the Cleveland Museum of Art, the Art Institute
of Chicago, and the Illinois Humanities Council. Before moving to Chicago, Peter worked in Iraqi
Kurdistan on an archaeological project in the digital humanities. He just recently accepted a position
at Center on Halsted as Director of Public Relations.

ville: Vernita, the long haul takes endurance. You’ve been a leader and activist for more than 40 years.
What should Ian and Peter know about what it takes to have staying power?
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ON COMMUNITY

← LEO

ON SENIORS

← STEVE

The Senior Center at Center
on Halsted has become
somewhat of an ‘extended
family’ for me.

DERESE →

ROGER

ON VOLUNTEERING

Volunteering at Center on Halsted has been an
incredible experience. I have gained a sense of
who I am within my community and a passion
for my fellow LGBTQ Chicagoans. What I have
given in volunteering, Center on Halsted has
given back to me tenfold in experience.”

ADAM →
↑ EARL

DANIEL →
ZOE → →

CENTER ON HALSTED
IS REAL. THERE ARE A
LOT OF PEOPLE HERE
THAT RELATE TO ME.
THERE ARE A LOT OF
PEOPLE THAT I LEARN
FROM AND SHARE
MY STORIES WITH. [COH]
IS SAFER [THAN TRADITIONAL GED PROGRAMS].
IT HELPS ME TO TALK TO
PEOPLE WHEN I COME
TO CLASS. [COH IS] A
PLACE WHERE YOU’RE
NOT JUDGED.

MICHAEL →
↑ ROGER

↑ JOSHUA

KATHLEEN →

The more I help,
the more I feel helped.
STEVE

ON EDUCATION

ON FAMILY

If a person has gone through life without a GED,
Center on Halsted has a great program, regardless
to age, race, or gender. All are welcome.

I love the play area,
the kids have so
much fun and learn
to socialize with
other children. It is
also perfect in the
winter time.

EARL

ON VOLUNTEERING

KATHLEEN

ON HIV SERVICES

ON STAYING CONNECTED

ON HEALTH SERVICES

Truly a
wonderful
experience!
The friendly
environment
made my
experience
less awkward.
It was my first
time getting
tested here
and I can say
that there
isn’t a more
welcoming
environment
to get tested
than Center on
Halsted!

It’s amazing to
get to know new
people. The staff
is amazing. This
place is awesome
and also makes
me feel welcome
and feel accepted
for who I am.
Without [COH],
I don’t know
where my bubbly
attitude would
go! J

Center on Halsted has been
a beacon, a lighthouse even,
of the recovery community.
A safe place to begin the healing
process with others.

DANIEL

LUZ

I volunteer to give back to the community
and I also really enjoy the social aspect of it.”

JOSHUA

ADAM

↑ LUZ

ON LIVING

ON HEALTH SER

At Center
Halsted, I
I’m not al
the road t
ery from a
tion. The
programs
my uniqu
ences and
MICHAEL

MICHAEL

ON VOLUNTEERING

VOLUNTEERING AT CENTER ON HALSTED
IS SOMETIMES CHALLENGING, BUT THE
NOTICEABLE IMPROVEMENTS IN THE LIVES
OF THE PEOPLE I’M ABLE TO HELP MAKES IT
ENTIRELY WORTHWHILE.
ZOE

DERESE
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ON SENIORS

↙ Rita (standing) and carol embrace during
our conversation at Center on halsted
↘	Carol and fellow seniors enjoying a meal
and camaraderie

ON SENIOR PROGRAMMING

55

+

It’s no speed limit

EVENTS. VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES.
CLASSES. DISCUSSION GROUPS.
JUST PLAIN FUN.

“ This organization saved my life.
When I came out I had five kids
and felt like a fish out of water,”
remembers Rita.

OUTINFRONT
Carol and Rita are walking, talking definitions of activism. If there’s
a cause that impacts the LGBTQ community, you’ll find them on
the front lines. When marriage equality was poised for a vote,
they were on the bus to Springfield, never mind that it was their
31st anniversary. Friends had to remind them it was their big day,
but their eyes were on the bigger prize: “We have a civil union,
but it’s the wedding we want,” says Rita.
Next cause in their sights: Social Security. Not so much for themselves, but for their kids. “I’ve always had a job – since I went to
work at 14 at Woolworth’s. This is no entitlement – we’ve earned
it,” says Rita. “There’s nothing like chaining yourself to a wheelchair to make your point,” laughs Carol.
Now that they’re both retired – Rita from a career in social service
and Carol as a teacher and counselor – slowing down isn’t an option. “This organization saved my life. When I came out I had five

“ We still have date night, but we’re more relaxed,” admits Carol.
Now those date nights are more likely to happen at Center on Halsted
instead of dancing at the late lamented Lost & Found.
kids and felt like a fish out of water,” remembers Rita. “Me, too,”
says Carol. “I’m a farm girl from Minnesota with three kids. If it
hadn’t been for the parents’ group at Horizons (the pre-cursor to
Center on Halsted), I’m not sure what I would have done.”
What they did was give back. “By volunteering, I was actually
helping myself as I talked to others in my position,” says Rita.
Her hard work was recognized when she received an award for
10 years of volunteering. Carol has volunteered her skills as a
counselor with everything from coming out groups to talking to
groups of trans kids about building healthy relationships.
With that kind of history it’s no surprise you see them at Center
on Halsted on a very regular basis – everything from the SAGE
Program, where Carol is budding into a writer, to Rita’s input
into focus groups for the new Senior Center.

One thing has changed since retirement: they have time for each
other. No more waiting for Friday night date night because of
work schedules at opposite ends of the day. “We still have date
night, but we’re more relaxed,” admits Carol. Now those date
nights are more likely to happen at Center on Halsted instead of
dancing at the late lamented Lost & Found.
Keep on dancing – and marching – Rita and Carol. We’ll all follow.
centeronhalsted.org/senior

There’s something for everybody 55+ at
Center on Halsted. “We try to stay on top
of what seniors want,” says Britta Larson,
Director of Senior Services. “We just finished a survey of our seniors to learn from
them why they participate, what they’re
really enjoying and what programming
they’d like to see us add,” she said. A big
message from the survey: seniors really
like being able to interact with the LGBTQ
community across all ages.
That’s why some events last fall were a
big hit. The intergenerational Halloween
party is one such instance, where seniors
and LGBTQ families with kids in costume
partied in The Senior Center with candy
and spooky decorations.
Or there was the monthly dialogue with
seniors and youth on a specific topic – like
coming out stories. Everyone has one no
matter how recent or long ago. “We found
parallels. It makes a difficult time easier
for the kids – a real bonding moment”,
says Britta.
SENIOR MOVEMENT Exercise is more
than a secret to healthy aging. It’s fun.
There are classes in ballroom dancing,
Tai Chi, meditation, gentle yoga – all to
keep moving and enjoy time with friends.
There is also exercise for the brain: seniors
can learn to navigate the computer at the
Cyber Center, learn a new language or try
a hand at creative writing.
“We also find that seniors look to us for
access to resources,” says Britta. That’s
why there are programs for homesharing,
learning to live with HIV, benefits checkups and guidance.
There is something specially designed for
seniors going on every month, every week
from Monday through Saturday at Center
on Halsted.
Find out more about senior programs and
activities or register for an event. Contact:
megan jackson, senior services case
manager: 773.472.6469 ext 410
mjackson@centeronhalsted.org
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ON OUR NEW SENIOR HOUSING

It’s Coming Together!
Walk out of the front door of Center on Halsted and
turn right. You can’t miss it – the Senior Center is
coming together. This revolutionary Chicago project,
which combines affordable housing for LGBTQ
seniors – and allies – with the services and resources
the community needs, is more than a dream. The
structure is going up and it’s coming together as a
new home for seniors with both community space
and 79 affordable apartments.
DESIGNED FOR DIVERSITY “We want to create
housing that is flexible, so the living spaces have
been designed to fit diverse lifestyles,” says Elva
Rubio, a member of the original architectural team
and Center on Halsted board member. Each unit –
either a one-bedroom or studio – will offer living
space that can be used in several ways. “Function
and esthetics go hand-in-hand here,” she adds.
Because the neighborhood is such a dynamic place,
the residential portion of the senior center is designed
to be part of the action. “There will be a big terrace
that the residents have access to – sort of like an
urban front porch – so they can watch all the activity,
all the celebrations, all the parades on Halsted Street,”
explains Elva. “And when the street is quiet, it will be
a wonderful place for quiet reflection,” she adds.
NEW LIFE FOR AN OLD POLICE STATION
Anchoring the new residential construction is the
gut rehabilitation of the century-old police station
at the corner of Halsted and Addison Streets. “This
space holds significance for LGBTQ history in Chicago,”
Elva says, “as many community members of older
generations often found themselves persecuted by
the police before more recent acceptance.”
Transforming the former police station into a gathering space for the senior community is truly symbolic
of the changing times. On the first floor, seniors will
find community programs, activities and spots to
meet friends. The second floor will be the gathering
place for the senior center’s residents.
THE COMMUNITY THAT COOKS TOGETHER
In addition to the dozens of programs and facilities
already in place for seniors at Center on Halsted, the
new senior center will have some of its own, including a community kitchen. “It will be used for dinner
and events,” Elva says, “as well as a teaching kitchen.”
But what about those programs already in place at
Center on Halsted? “They’re all going strong and will
keep getting bigger and better,” says Britta Larson,
Director of Senior Services at Center on Halsted.
“We’re surveying seniors right now to see what they
like, how they want to participate and what we
should be adding,” Britta says.
It is definitely all coming together for seniors at
Center on Halsted.
Want to know more about senior programming at
Center on Halsted. Get in touch with Britta Larson at
blarson@centeronhalsted.org
773.472.6469 ext 445

“ The design team deserves a big thanks,”
says Center on Halsted board member
Elva Rubio.
Thank you Michael Hanley, Jason Hall,
Lena Chiu and Becky Callcott!

CENTER ON HALSTED • HUMAN FIRST GALA • MARCH 29 2014 • UNION STATION CHICAGO

Human First 2014 march 29
Join us March 29th at Chicago Union Station for the largest LGBTQ gala of the year in Chicago. We convene
to celebrate the recent momentous times and milestones in the LGBTQ community and the community
leaders and civic organizations who made them possible. This year’s Human First Award recipients are
Robert Kohl & Clark Pellett, Evette Cardona & Mona Noriega and Carol Ronen. Receiving the Community
Spirit Award is Northwestern Memorial Hospital & University. This year’s feature performance at the
Human First gala is Branden James, opera singer and finalist in Season 8 of America’s Got Talent, who will
be accompanied by members of the Civic Orchestra of Chicago. Following the performance, guests will
dance the night away to the band SHOUT OUT.
events@centeronhalsted.org centeronhalsted.org/hf 773.661.0957

ON TRANSGENDER PROGRAMMING

ON OUR ART GALLERIES

TransActions

Canvassing the Community

As Em Vanderlinden, Community and Cultural
Programs Fellow, runs down the list, there is so
much going on at Center on Halsted for the trans
community it could be hard to fit it all in. “They’re
thriving,” says Em. And they’re self-defined: if you
identify as a woman, there are programs for you.
If you’re trans masculine, there’s the Man Cave.

David Joseph, curator of the LGBTQ Artists Gallery,
has a vision: “We want to find LGBTQ artists.
Most are just emerging. We want to expose them
to the community, and the community to them.”

There are also programs for the parents of trans
kids, where they can see how other families make
it work. They meet at Center on Halsted to discuss
issues, find support from other parents and listen
to speakers who both educate and inspire.
But maybe most important is the approach to
developing programs for the trans community:
“If you can’t find it, we can make it,” says Em.
Much of what sets Center on Halsted apart is the
work of volunteers: like Jess Scott.
Jess brings a lot to the role of Center on Halsted’s
volunteer liaison for the trans programs. As a
middle school teacher, helping people answer
questions – or even figuring out what the question should be – is part of everyday life. Therefore,
it is no surprise that much of Jess’ time as a
volunteer is spent answering the phones: “People
call with all kinds of questions. What kind of
support groups are out there? Where do I find
a doctor?”
“My goal is to draw the trans community together
so they can just be people,” Jess says. “This is a
community that is growing and we’re still trying
to reach out and bring people in. We all need a
social outlet.”
Want to find your trans outlet? Or resources? Or
ask a question? Call Em at Center on Halsted:
773.472.6469, Extension 456. Or leave a message
for Jess at Extension 429. You’ll get an answer.
em vanderlinden: 773.472.6469 ext 456
jess scott: 773.472.6469 ext 429

Acting as a curator is nothing new to David. Nor
is making art. His work today is in the abstract,
mostly oil, though he has worked in pastels and
charcoal. In 2006 and 2007, he curated the group
exhibitions for Greenleaf Art Center, where he has
his own studio, and in 2007 he took on the same
role with the now defunct Gay and Lesbian Artist
Network of Chicago or GLANCe. Since 2007, he has
also been the curator for the galleries at Center
on Halsted.
OPENING NIGHTS About every six weeks on a
Friday night, you can see David’s vision for the
LGBTQ art community coming to life. That’s when
opening night events for new exhibits bring the
community out. In droves.
What they see is always new and fresh. Some
of the works are abstract paintings. Others
come from artists who work in mixed media,
photography, pencil, or ink.
THE BIGGER PICTURE “David works at building
a sense of community,” says Jeff Stevenson an
artist whose work was up at the Gallery last fall
(detail image above). As an art gallery director
himself – he is in charge of the gallery at Governors State University – Jeff sees a real need to
pull artists and community together. “Art can be
insular and isolating,” he says. “That’s why what
Center on Halsted is doing to create community
is so important.”
Next time you’re at Center on Halsted, make sure
to take some time to see the work of Chicago’s
LGBTQ artists’ community. It’s on the second and
third floors. It will open your eyes, your mind, and
maybe even your heart.
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